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OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY 

Responsive to communication^) filed on _^ ^/f%/9& 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Sinc^thisappiication'te in condition for ^ Wth^6^M^lbliM1rf 
accordance with the practice under. Ex parte Quayie, 1935 D.C. 11; 453 0:G. 213. 

A . clr: its N...i' . o: : .,v -.>Cwi;rr^ncei; of "iv^-Liina moany \^tr ■■ •la^uftd i * "dCCid.'utt**' 
A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire ' ■ - ■ O monthfsV or thirty days, 

whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this .communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause 
the application ^become abahdohed.-s(35^/SiC. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 

Disposition of Claims f /'"i* '*Ki^^' tS r^ riC £ HJ 


JS^C1aim(s) . - .U*- r, ..J.^T^S^ ^Km of :^ ■^x^-ufr- ^y m ^r. in >.S L> N is/are&n'dino in the application. , 
Of the above, claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claimfe hK f, :r -V-r, 
. ^^ClaimCs) 

□ Oaimfs) / -,. 

□ . Claim(s) 


Js/are allowed. 
Js/are rejected. 
Js/are objected to. 


' r " ' a re subject to restriction or election requirement. 

r.i trus r»- .. 1> : ^ov/i'.n or »-i public 1 • ' 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice ofsDraftspersoh's PatenfDrawing Review, PX&94&'. 1 T2(ir ) a.-; 1 . f ' 

□ The drawing(s) filed on . ^_ is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

-ST The proposed drawing correction, filed on Ift/^h^r: ;mct .MtV.r arvU ^v is^S^orovedr.r"! ( disapproved. 

Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ' * ' ~~ 

□ The oath pr^ecj^ ;; . s , 
Priority under 35 U.S.C.§ 119 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 US.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
CD. received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 


O received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
*Certified copies not received: 


□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
Attachment(s) 

□ Notice of Reference 1 Cited, PTO-692 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 


-SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES- 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Drawings 


The proposed drawing correction and/or the proposed substitute sheets of drawings, filed 
on May 18, 1997 have been approved by the examiner. 


Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. With respect to claim 8, "said retaining means" does not have antecedent basis in the 
claims. Note that all other occurrences of "retaining means" have been changed to "accidental 
dislodgement minimizing means". 


The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 2-4, 6-1 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Zizinia. Zizinia discloses a holder for garment hangers and other articles comprising first and 
second support rods (d) extending in a plane from spaced points on a base (e) that is secured to a 
wall, door or other support by the screw (d2 ) and dislodgement means (the upward curved 
portions of a rod bent end section, see Figures 3 and 4). 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior arts are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zizinia. Zizinia 
teaches a holder for garment hangers and other articles comprising first and second support rods 
(d) with an upward curved portion rods bent end section on both sides of the frame that 
connected to a base (e), see Figures 3 and 4. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to provide a duplication of a bent rod in view of Zizinia and place it at the middle of the 
frame in order to further provide accidental dislodgement minimizing means for the holder. 

Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zizinia as 
applied to claims 2-4, 6-11 and 15 above, and further in view of Lee. Lee teaches the use of a 
cover for the hanger, the cover for hanger having a triangle space with a slot (20) to 
accommodate a hook of a hanger. See Figures 1 and 2. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide a cover as taught by Lee to the holder of Zizinia so as to 
provide a protective enclosure. 


Applicants' arguments filed on May 22, 1998 have been fully considered but they are not 
deemed to be persuasive. 


Response to Arguments 
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Contrary to applicants' allegation on page 4, Zizinia clearly shows the provision of 
dislodgement minimization means. Specifically, note the upwardly curved section clearly shown 
in Figure 3. 

Further, it should be noted that the claims are drawn to a holder, alone, and not a holder 
in combination with hangers. It is well established that it is the patentability of the product that is 
to be determined and not how it is intended to be used. In this regard, it should be noted that the 
claims are of such breadth that they "read on" the device of Zizinia. The mere recitation of it 
being intended to be "adapted" to be used for hangers fails to serve as a distinguishing feature 
because Zizinia is inherently capable of accomodating hangers thereon. Should the applicant 
continue to disagree, then the specific structure of the device defined by the claims and not 
possessed by Zizinia accomplishing this function should be pointed out. Alternatively, the 
applicant should point out what structure of Zizinia precludes it from being inherently capable of 
accomodating a hanger. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Khoa Tran whose telephone number is (703) 306-3437. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 305-3598 or 305-3597. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 


Khoa Tran 



July 05, 1998 


